Mayor’s Water Quality Committee Agenda
For July 2, 2020
a. Call to order;
b. Roll call; Steve Bartush, Jim Bartley, Tom Closter, John Crespo, Diane
Lauricellla, Dick Harris, Pete Johnson, Chris Malik, Harry Rilling, John Romano,
Joe Schnierlein, Geoff Steadman, Louise Washer
c. Communications;
DEEP, Eversource, Dept. of Transportation via Shellfish Comm.
Dept of Health
d. Public comments
e. Old business;
FDA confirms no worries about COVID19 in food.
f.

New business;
1) Results of turbidity testing - Geoff
2) Brief discussion of DOT Zoom meeting on Manressa
3) Water use policy. See below minutes for suggested draft

g. Reading and approval of minutes from June 4, 2020 – SEE BELOW.
h. Next meeting tentatively June 4.
i.

Adjournment.

CALL TO ORDER 6:04 PM
ATTENDANCE

June 4, 2020 Minutes
Members: Joe Schnierlein, Pete Johnson, Chris Malik, Steve Bartush, John Romano, Dick Harris, Diane
Lauricella, Geoff Steadman, Jim Bartley, Louise Washer
Staff: Thomas Closter
Guests: None
MEETING HELD BY ZOOM PUBLIC COMMENT

None
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Motion to Approve by Pete Johnson, second by Steve Bartush with one correction. Unanimous Vote. Diane
Lauricella was not questioning regular testing on the public water supply. She would like assistance for surprise
spot sampling for known pollutants or contaminants.
DISCUSSION
1. 1) Chairman Schnierlein said he talked with the Bureau of Aquaculture inquiring whether COVID-19
has an impact on the Shellfish Industry. They will not be testing shellfish at all because experts say that
it is a respiratory illness and no evidence of Covid-19 transmission through food. He also talked about
facts relating to Covid-19 in the wastewater treatment process and how it could be an indicator within a
community.
2. 2) Chairman Schnierlein talked about the online public meeting being held on Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at
6:30pm. The Connecticut Department of Transportation will discuss the potential uses of Manresa Island
as a staging area during the Walk Bridge Replacement Project. Discussion also centered on possible
barge locations. The 92 acre parcel contains coal ash fill and other contaminants and is owned by NRG
energy.
3. 3) Chairman Schnierlein said there has been no communication with Eversource and their plans for the
transmission line relocation project. Committee members are still very concerned about the path and
method. There also has been no recent communications with DEEP.
4. 4) Chris Malik said that Aquarion has submitted a permit renewal application to divert water from
Bridgeport to Stamford and Greenwich.
5. 5) Chairman Schnierlein and Geoff Steadman talked about turbidity measuring and restrictions.
Consultant has reviewed the Department of Transportation’s turbidity
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data and has an analysis based on the samples he reviewed. They will review the data and implications for the
permit. The turbidity measuring at the Police dock was done incorrectly, the device should have been attached
to the dock and not be stationary.
6. 6) Louise Washer said the Norwalk River Watershed Association has heard from DEEP regarding a
public hearing on the First Taxing District’s plan to work on the dam on the Silvermine River for a pre
hearing on July 22, 2020. She also said the Silvermine River was marked as a high priority for
temperature testing.
7. 7) Dick Harris has run tests in the Norwalk Harbor and found low bacteria counts. He also raised
concerns again regarding mitten crabs and how he found three more this week in the Housatonic River.
8. 8) Diane Lauricella talked about the new Sewage Treatment Plant operators. Chairman Schnierlein said
he would reach out to them.
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, July 2, 2020 at 6:00pm (Zoom)
Motion to adjourn meeting by Pete Johnson, second by Dick Harris 6:45pm Minutes by Thomas Closter

Draft for Water usage in Norwalk
Due to rapid expansion of the population in Norwalk, up to 10,000+ with just the
planned construction and climate change as well as the fact that most residents do not
visit the Norwalk River, or its feeder streams or check the depth of remaining water in
their wells we recognized a limiting factor to residence in Norwalk could be water
We the members of the Norwalk Mayor’s Water quality committee strongly encourage
the Common Council to adopt policies that could advise citizens of water shortage,
such as the Norwalk River at a flow rate in the 25th percentile so they may begin water
conservation before we are in a major drought.
We also advise the Planning Commission, xxxxxxxx, to consider the population
increase with all development as to the sustainability of Norwalk’s water supply.

