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Norwalk joins statewide Sustainable CT initiative
(Norwalk, Conn.) – Earlier this month, the Common Council voted to join Sustainable CT, a new initiative
that supports Connecticut cities and towns. The statewide initiative includes a detailed menu of
sustainability best practices, tools and resources, peer learning, and opportunities for recognition.
The Council approved the resolution to join Sustainable CT on August 14 and designated the Common
Council Planning Committee as the “Sustainability Team” for the program. Norwalk was officially
registered with Sustainable CT on August 24.
“I am delighted the city has joined Sustainable CT in our latest efforts to develop and implement
sustainability and renewable energy initiatives in Norwalk,” said Mayor Harry Rilling. “Being energy
conscience is the right thing to do as we all have a moral obligation to lessen our environmental impact. I
am glad the city has taken a leadership role and joined this important sustainability initiative.”
The Sustainable CT platform supports a broad range of actions, such as improving watershed
management, supporting arts and creative culture, reducing energy use and increasing renewable energy,
implementing “complete streets” (streets that meet the needs of walkers and bikers as well as cars),
improving recycling programs, assessing climate vulnerability, supporting local businesses, and providing
efficient and diverse housing options. There is no cost to participate and communities voluntarily select
actions that meet their unique, local character and long-term vision. After successful implementation of a
variety of actions, municipalities will be eligible for Sustainable CT certification.
“We are thrilled that Norwalk has passed a resolution to join Sustainable CT. The program builds on many
current success stories in our communities to create and support more great places to live, work, and
play,” said Lynn Stoddard, Director of the Institute for Sustainable Energy. “We are looking forward to
working with the city as they pursue Sustainable CT certification."
The initiative was developed under the leadership of the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern
Connecticut State University in partnership with the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities. Three
Connecticut philanthropies - The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, the Hampshire Foundation, and the
Common Sense Fund – have supported the program's development and launch.
For more information on Sustainable CT visit sustainablect.org.
###
About Norwalk, Conn.
Located in Connecticut in the heart of Fairfield County, the City of Norwalk is a diverse community rich in
culture and personality. Uniquely situated on Long Island Sound, Norwalk has a vibrant Urban Core,
remarkable schools, and beautiful beaches and parks. As of the 2017 United States Census Bureau
estimate, Norwalk’s population was nearly 90,000, making it Connecticut’s sixth-largest city. Find out
why Norwalk is the Sound of Connecticut by visiting norwalkct.org.

