November 24, 2021
Bryan Baker, Principal Planner
Steve Kleppin, Director
City of Norwalk Planning and Zoning
125 East Avenue, Room 129
Norwalk, CT 06856
Re:

Traffic Peer Review by AKRF
Proposed Sikh Religious Center - Gurudwara
283 Richards Avenue
Norwalk, Connecticut
SLR #141.20114.00001

Dear Mr. Baker and Mr. Kleppin:
We have prepared the following responses to the October 28, 2021, peer review memorandum by AKRF
regarding our traffic impact study for the proposed Gurudwara to be located at 283 Richards Avenue.
C1.

Provide documentation or communication with CTDOT to verify the direction to not adjust 2021
counts and to apply a 0.6 percent the growth rate to develop future 2023 volumes.

R1.

Please see the attached email correspondence with the CTDOT Bureau of Policy and Planning
verifying the decision not to adjust 2021 traffic counts and to use 0.6 percent annual growth to
arrive at the future 2023 volumes.

C2.

Figure 8 – the northbound left at Richards Avenue/Fillow Street should be revised to show 45
vehicles.

R2.

Please see the attached revised Figure 8 showing 45 vehicles turning left from Richards Avenue
onto Fillow Street. As you noted, the number is correct in the HCS analysis file and therefore has
no impact on the rest of the study.

C3.

The Applicant should clarify what the outbound trips during the arrival hour and inbound trips
during the departure hour represent.

R3.

The small contra-flow volumes represent some small amount of pick-up/drop-off activity, as
suggested, and reflect that congregants come and go at varied times rather than at strict
start/end times. Note that the 100 entering trips during the Sunday arrival period and the 100
exiting trips during the departure period represent 100 percent of the trip generation, which are
reflective of increased attendance from current numbers if the congregation grows. Such growth
may not occur or may occur slowly over the next 5 or 10 years instead of by 2023.
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C4.

The Applicant should confirm the 240 seats are fixed to ensure the one space per 5 seats parking
rate is appropriate.

R4.

The type of seating that would be installed in the prayer hall may or may not be “fixed”.
However, the Applicant will comply with the maximum capacity, as shown in the attached
architectural drawing sheet A-3 showing a maximum capacity of 240 seats in the prayer hall.
This will be the maximum seating regardless of the type of seating. Additionally, the Applicant
is willing to post a sign stating the maximum capacity in the entrance of the prayer hall.

C5.

The Applicant should respond to the parking supply provided versus the number of vehicles that
appear to park on site based on the trip generation estimates.

R5.

The traffic capacity analysis was conducted assuming 2.5 people per vehicle, which is the ratio
the CTDOT Bureau of Policy and Planning has traditionally advised using for trip generation
purposes. The trip generation provides a conservative estimate of the traffic impact to Richards
Avenue and does not indicate parking demand. There should be no inference that the ins minus
outs is reflective of parking accumulation. As described in our response to the City of Norwalk’s
preliminary review letter, a parking analysis was not specifically conducted as part of the traffic
impact study. The Applicant complies with the City’s parking requirement to provide 1 parking
space per 5 seats as stated in Article 120 Section 118-1220 C(7) of the Building Zone Regulations
by providing 53 parking spaces. Therefore, additional surveys or parking analysis to validate the
City parking ratio should not be required of the Applicant.

C6.

The Applicant should conduct an AutoTurn analysis at the highlighted parking spaces to ensure a
vehicle has adequate space to pull into and back out of the parking space.

R6.

Please see the attached AutoTurn analysis of the noted parking spaces prepared by Cabezas
DeAngelis (sheet SK-1).

C7.

AutoTurn analysis should be conducted for an emergency vehicle to ensure adequate space for
emergency vehicle circulation.

R7.

Please see the attached AutoTurn analysis of emergency vehicle circulation prepared by Cabezas
DeAngelis (sheet SK-3).

C8.

AutoTurn analysis should be conducted to ensure a garbage truck can access the dumper
enclosure.

R8.

Please see the attached AutoTurn analysis of garbage truck dumpster access prepared by
Cabezas DeAngelis (sheet SK-2).

C9.

Applicant should provide sight distance calculations and sight distance triangles to ensure there
are no visual obstructions for vehicles exiting the Project Site.
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R9.

Site plan sheet C-2 prepared by Cabezas DeAngelis will be revised to include sight distance
triangles. Guideline intersection sight distance (ISD) was based on the City of Norwalk’s
standards, given that Richards Avenue is City-owned, which suggests a distance of 445 feet. This
sight line is clear from the site egress looking to the right. There is less than 445 feet of physical
roadway distance looking to the left toward the all-way-stop Fillow Street intersection, but the
TIS finding that the sight line is expected to be sufficient is still accurate since all approaching
vehicles at this point will be turning from a stop and thus at a slow speed, visible by the driver
egressing from the site. Any vegetation obscuring sight lines within the sight distance triangles
is to be pruned back or removed as necessary.

Per the City’s Article 120 Section 118-1220 C(7), the ratio of 1 parking space per 5 seats has been and
continues to be the City requirement for houses of worship, which has been consistently applied to all
houses of worship for more than 30 years. As previously explained, the Applicant complies with the
requirement.
If you have any questions or need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact either of the
undersigned.
Sincerely,
SLR International Corporation

David G. Sullivan, PE
US Manager of Traffic & Transportation Planning

Carl Giordano, PE, CNU-A
Associate Transportation Engineer

Enclosures
141.20114.00001.n2421.ltr
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Carl Giordano
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Patel, Dhruval H. <Dhruval.Patel@ct.gov>
June 21, 2021 9:09 AM
Carl Giordano; Luke Lombardo
Sojka, Gary J; Jacobson, Richard C
RE: Traffic study info for Norwalk development

Categories:

283 Richards Ave Norwalk

Good Morning Carl,
Since the counts that you sent us didn’t occur during the usual peak hours of the roadway we are not requesting any updates at
this time. We agree that the volumes for the community college are not going to be significant during these time frames.
Thank you!
--

Dhruval H. Patel
Transportation Planner I
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Bureau of Policy and Planning
2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06111
860-594-2155

From: Carl Giordano <cgiordano@slrconsulting.com>
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2021 10:24 AM
To: Patel, Dhruval H. <Dhruval.Patel@ct.gov>
Cc: Jacobson, Richard C <Richard.Jacobson@ct.gov>; Sojka, Gary J <Gary.Sojka@ct.gov>; Luke Lombardo
<llombardo@slrconsulting.com>
Subject: RE: Traffic study info for Norwalk development
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.
Hi Dhruval,
Could you advise on traffic volume COVID adjustment in the Richards Avenue area of Norwalk please?
I attached our volume sketches reflecting counts from the beginning of this month. Note there are two periods on Friday
and two on Sunday to reflect the hours of service for the site.
There was some concern from the City that the nearby Norwalk Community College was out for the summer, but the
periods we counted I wouldn’t expect to be significant college traffic times anyway.
1

And the nearby traffic monitoring stations appear pretty similar to our counts.
Please let me know what traffic volume adjustment you would recommend. Thank you!

Carl Giordano,EIT, CNU-A
Project Transportation Engineer
D 203-344-7958
O 203-344-7887
E cgiordano@slrconsulting.com
SLR International Corporation
195 Church Street, 7th Floor,New Haven,CT 06510

Confidentiality Notice and Disclaimer
This communication and any attachment(s) contain information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is intended for the exclusive use of the
recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you have received this communication in error, please e-mail us by return e-mail and then delete the e-mail from your system
together with any copies of it. Any views or opinions are solely those of the author and do not represent those of SLR Management Ltd, or any of its subsidiaries, unless
specifically stated.

From: Carl Giordano <cgiordano@slrconsulting.com>
Sent: May 10, 2021 2:50 PM
To: Patel, Dhruval H. <Dhruval.Patel@ct.gov>
Subject: RE: Traffic study info for Norwalk development
Thanks for the info!

Carl Giordano,EIT, CNU-A
Project Transportation Engineer
D 203-344-7958
O 203-344-7887
E cgiordano@slrconsulting.com
SLR International Corporation
195 Church Street, 7th Floor,New Haven,CT 06510

Confidentiality Notice and Disclaimer
This communication and any attachment(s) contain information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is intended for the exclusive use of the
recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you have received this communication in error, please e-mail us by return e-mail and then delete the e-mail from your system
together with any copies of it. Any views or opinions are solely those of the author and do not represent those of SLR Management Ltd, or any of its subsidiaries, unless
specifically stated.

From: Patel, Dhruval H. <Dhruval.Patel@ct.gov>
Sent: May 10, 2021 2:01 PM
To: Carl Giordano <cgiordano@slrconsulting.com>
Cc: Jacobson, Richard C <Richard.Jacobson@ct.gov>; Sojka, Gary J <Gary.Sojka@ct.gov>
Subject: RE: Traffic study info for Norwalk development
Good Afternoon Carl,
2

Unfortunately, we do not have any traffic counts at the requested location or nearby that area. There are no other planned
developments to consider for your traffic study. An annual growth rate of 0.60% can be used for a maximum of five years.
Thank you!
--

Dhruval H. Patel
Transportation Planner I
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Bureau of Policy and Planning
2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06111
860-594-2155

From: Carl Giordano <cgiordano@slrconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2021 11:46 AM
To: Sojka, Gary J <Gary.Sojka@ct.gov>
Subject: Traffic study info for Norwalk development
EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you
trust the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Gary,
I am beginning a traffic study for the address of 283 Richards Ave in Norwalk and would like to inquire if you happen to
have any traffic volumes in that area I could use? I am particularly looking at Richards and Fillow St, and Richards at
Geneva Rd.
Could you also advise on a background traffic growth rate with 2023 as the opening year, and any other planned
developments to consider for traffic nearby?
Thank you!

Carl Giordano,EIT, CNU-A
Project Transportation Engineer
D 203-344-7958
O 203-344-7887
E cgiordano@slrconsulting.com
SLR International Corporation
195 Church Street, 7th Floor,New Haven,CT 06510

Confidentiality Notice and Disclaimer
This communication and any attachment(s) contain information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is intended for the exclusive use of the
recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you have received this communication in error, please e-mail us by return e-mail and then delete the e-mail from your system
together with any copies of it. Any views or opinions are solely those of the author and do not represent those of SLR Management Ltd, or any of its subsidiaries, unless
specifically stated.
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