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COVID-19 Update

Mayor Harry W. Rilling
January 7, 2022

Update from
Mayor Harry Rilling
As we begin the New Year, I wish the current COVID-19 situation was much different. As we have seen
throughout this pandemic, there can be many peaks and valleys regarding community transmission.
Unfortunately, we are at a growing peak – the highest of any during the pandemic – and we are still
climbing. Our number of new positive cases, positivity rate, and case rate per 100,000 population in Norwalk are
all on a rapid rise.
Across the state, hospitalizations are coming concerningly close to the peak levels of early 2020, when there was
no vaccine available. According to the state Department of Health, there are now 1,784 people hospitalized
around Connecticut, and of that number 68% are not fully vaccinated. Getting vaccinated and boosted will
not prevent someone from being exposed or potentially getting COVID-19. Still, it makes their odds of having mild
symptoms and staying out of the hospital significantly greater. According to the state, those who are
unvaccinated have 3 times higher risk of catching COVID-19 and an 11 times higher risk of being hospitalized.
More COVID patients in the hospital put additional strain on a health care system that may be struggling with
staffing and resources. I urge residents not to go to the emergency room for mild symptoms or to try to get
a COVID test. Doing so takes away resources from those experiencing potentially life-threatening situations.
Testing continues to be hard to obtain, with lines for drive-thru testing occurring around the state and at-home
tests flying off store shelves everywhere. Earlier this week, we distributed more than 8,000 rapid at-home
tests and thousands of N95 masks from Calf Pasture Beach. I know that this caused traffic concerns
throughout East Norwalk, and I am incredibly thankful for the patience and understanding of our community. I am
also so grateful to the 50 Norwalk Health Department Emergency Response Team volunteers and Police,
Fire, and Emergency Management personnel who helped facilitate this event in the cold weather. Once the
gates to the beach opened, the line moved fast and orderly, thanks to their professionalism and commitment.
With testing in such high demand, the Veteran’s Park site has been causing traffic and safety concerns in South
Norwalk. With about 500 tests available each day, we’ve seen cars lining up hours before testing begins. We have
been seeking state Health Department approval to move the site, which was approved just recently. Starting very
soon, all COVID-19 testing operations will relocate from Vets Park to Shady Beach. This move will allow cars
to queue into Shady Beach, and there will be a special overflow line on Beach Road specifically for testing. Another
travel lane will remain open to allow access to Calf Pasture Beach. Testing will occur weekdays 2 p.m. – 7 p.m. and
weekends 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. This testing site should be prioritized for those recently exposed to COVID-19 or
are feeling symptomatic. Please visit norwalkct.org/testing for updates on location changes.
Vaccine clinics remain open at Veteran’s Park Mondays, Tuesdays, and Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. All
COVID-19 vaccines and boosters are available at these no-appointment, no-cost clinics. Starting tomorrow,
January 8, Community Health Center Inc. will have boosters available from those 12-15 years of age,
following recent approval and recommendations from the FDA and CDC. Visit norwalkct.org/vaccine for the
latest news and clinic updates.
Throughout the pandemic, I have always followed the science and been honest
with what we are seeing and expecting. Today is no different. We are experiencing
a convergence of the Omicron variant, flu and respiratory illnesses, cold
weather, and the impacts of holiday travel and gatherings coming together.
Our local experts and health care professionals around the country are all saying the
same thing: it will be a long, hard few weeks.

Mayor Harry Rilling
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Norwalk Data
COVID-19 Case Summary

17,211
total COVID-19 cases
since March 2020

+1,836
new cases
compared to the previous week

241 +2
total COVID-19 deaths
since March 2020

new deaths
compared to the previous week

220.4 +119.1
cases per 100k residents
for dates Dec 19-Jan 1

case rate difference
compared to the previous week

24.20% +11.9
test positivity rate
for dates Dec 19-Jan 1

test positivity rate difference
compared to the previous week

Data are for Norwalk residents only. All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State DPH can be found here.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
Norwalk, like other large cities, and the state as a whole, saw increases in
case rates over the last reporting week. The table below shows Norwalk in
comparison to the 6 other largest cities by population in Connecticut.
Norwalk's case rate of 220.4 represents more than a doubling from
the previous week and is nearly 4 times greater than two weeks ago.

Analyzing cases per 100,000 residents helps track the incidence rate of
COVID-19 in the community and allows for standard comparisons
between communities. The test positivity rate is a secondary indicator of
transmission in Norwalk.
Data are for Norwalk residents only.
All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
Since the previous week, the largest proportion of new cases is 19
years of age or younger at approximately 26%. Current circulating
variants are highly contagious and we continue to do outreach on the
importance of following prevention measures and getting vaccinated as
well as boosted if eligible.

Chart Timeline: 12/19/2021 - 1/1/2022

Data are for Norwalk residents only. All data are preliminary and subject to change.
Any age groups not depicted did not have cases during this time period.
More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
Over the last two weeks, cases have spread across Norwalk, as shown in
this Heat Map. The cases are spread across every neighborhood and
age group.

Chart Timeline: 12/19/2021 - 1/1/2022

High

Low

Data are for Norwalk residents only.
All data are preliminary and subject to change.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
The total number of residents getting vaccinated in Norwalk continues to
increase every week, with the largest increases being those 5-11 years of
age. The table below shows the vaccine coverage by various age groups in
Norwalk and difference from the previous week.
Nearly 73% of Norwalk residents of all ages (which includes those
who are not eligible) are fully vaccinated. Norwalk also has one of the
highest fully vaccinated populations of any of the large cities in CT.

The initiated vaccine percentage represents those who have received at
least one dose. While one dose of a multiple dose vaccine provides some
protection, the full benefit of the vaccine is not experienced until
someone completes the entire vaccine course, and is considered fully
vaccinated, which is two weeks from the final dose.
While Norwalk's vaccine coverage is high, it is important to note there are
still more than 24,000 residents of all ages who are not fully vaccinated.

*CT DPH has capped the percent of population coverage metrics at 100%. These metrics could be
greater than 100% for multiple reasons or potential data reporting errors.
More details from the State DPH can be found here.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
The chart below shows Norwalk vaccine rates by census tract for
various age groups. The darker color shades indicate a higher percentage
of residents who have received at least one dose of vaccine.

Data are for Norwalk residents only as of 1/5/2022
All data are preliminary and subject to change.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
The chart below shows Norwalk in comparison to the 6 other largest cities
in the state showing the percentage of residents who have received at
least one dose of COVID-19 vaccination. Norwalk, shown in blue,
continues to do very well across all age groups in relation to the other large
cities, notably with the 5-11, 12-17, and 18-24 age groups.

All data are preliminary and subject to change. CT DPH has capped the percent of
population coverage metrics at 100%. These metrics could be greater than 100% for
multiple reasons or potential data reporting errors. More details from the State
Department of Health can be found here.
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Norwalk
Trends & Analysis
The chart below shows Norwalk in comparison to neighboring communities
in Fairfield County showing the percentage of residents who have
received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccination. Norwalk, shown in
blue, continues to trail its wealthier, more suburban neighbors in
percentage. The biggest disparity is in the youngest age groups, and the
City will continue its outreach to this demographic.

All data are preliminary and subject to change. CT DPH has capped the percent of
population coverage metrics at 100%. These metrics could be greater than 100% for
multiple reasons or potential data reporting errors. More details from the State
Department of Health can be found here.
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State of CT Data
COVID-19 Case Summary

563,635
total COVID-19 cases since
March 2020

+53,447
new cases
compared to the previous week

9,281 +121
total COVID-19 deaths
since March 2020

new deaths
compared to the previous week

1,784 +633
residents currently
hospitalized with COVID-19
(1,213 (68%) are not fully
vaccinated)

hospitalization difference
compared to the previous week

22.81 +2.48
statewide daily test
positivity rate on
January 6, 2021

statewide test positivity rate
compared to the previous week

All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.
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State of CT Data
COVID-19 Vaccine Summary*
The total number of residents getting vaccinated in Connecticut continues
to increase. The table below shows the vaccine coverage by various age
groups across the state and difference from the previous week.

The initiated vaccine percentage represents those who have received at
least one dose. While one dose of a multiple dose vaccine provides some
protection, the full benefit of the vaccine is not experienced until
someone completes the entire vaccine course, and is considered fully
vaccinated, which is two weeks from the final dose.

*All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State DPH can be found here.
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State of CT
Trends & Analysis
For the 2 recent calendar weeks, virtually all of CT, 168 municipalities
(99%), had an average case rate of 15 or more cases per 100,000
population per day (red level), up from the 100 last week.

All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.

13

State of CT
Trends & Analysis
The following map is based on vaccine administration records received by
CT WIZ . All data in this report are preliminary and are subject to change as
additional records are received and as duplicate records or other errors
are corrected. The darker shade of blue indicates a higher percentage of
residents who have received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccination.

All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.
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State of CT
Trends & Analysis
Statewide hospitalizations have increased by 633 people over the last
week to a total of 1,784. The chart below shows hospitalizations by
county from January 1, 2021 through January 6, 2022.
1,784 hospitalizations is the highest since April 2020 at the beginning
of the pandemic.

The State of Connecticut and CT Hospital Association collect this data from
hospitals around the state and compiles this information. Distribution of cases is
by location of hospital and not the patient's residence.
All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.
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State of CT
Trends & Analysis
As of January 5, 2022, 83,147 cases of COVID-19 among fully vaccinated
persons in Connecticut have been identified. Of the 2,526,891 persons who
are fully vaccinated, 3.29% have contracted the virus.

Compared to being fully vaccinated, those who are unvaccinated have a
higher risk of COVID-19 infection, COVID-19 death, and COVID-19
hospitalization.
Find a local COVID-19 vaccine clinic by visiting norwalkct.org/vaccine.

More details from the State Department of Health can be found here.
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State of CT
Trends & Analysis
Below are data on variants of concern identified among Connecticut
residents. Data include sequences from specimens with dates of
collection from 3/2/2020–12/30/2021
The Omicron variant has rapidly become the majority of new COVID-19
infections across the state over the last several weeks.

All data are preliminary and subject to change.
More in-depth analysis on COVID-19 variants from the CDC can be found here.
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News & Updates
There are multiple opportunities to receive the COVID-19 vaccine in
Norwalk in the coming week. Clinics are offered with different vaccines,
various times, and multiple locations, as City officials continue to make
getting vaccinated as easy, accessible, and convenient as possible.
While the Pfizer vaccine is approved for anyone over 5 years of age,
please take notice that not every clinic has the Pfizer vaccine available for
those aged 5-11, and some clinics are specifically for pediatric doses.

Visit norwalkct.org/vaccine
for complete details
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News & Updates
Community Health Center Inc. (CHC) will continue offering COVID-19
vaccines at Veteran's Park, 42 Seaview Avenue, in January 2022.
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson are available for anyone 18 and older.
Pfizer is available for anyone 5 or older. Those 5-17 years of age must have
parent/guardian consent. Anyone who is eligible for their first, second, or
booster dose can be vaccinated. No appointment needed.
MONDAY
Jan. 10 & 17
830am-4pm

TUESDAY
Jan. 11 & 18
830am-4pm

SATURDAY
Jan. 15 & 22
830am-4pm

Visit norwalkct.org/vaccine
for more information
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News & Updates
COVID-19 testing is available at Veteran's Park, 42 Seaview Avenue.
Testing is available seven days per week, and PCR test results come back
typically within 48 hours. People with or without symptoms can be tested.
Please note there is an extremely high demand for testing and limited
supplies. Those seeking a test should be expected to wait. Testing may
close early.
MONDAY - FRIDAY
2pm-7pm
gates open at 1pm

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
9am-1pm
gates open at 8am

Visit norwalkct.org/testing
for more information
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News & Updates
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) continues guidance
stating that people vaccinated against COVID-19 should resume
wearing masks in public indoor spaces in areas where there is "high"
or "substantial" community transmission rate. The CDC also
recommended mask wearing for all teachers, students and visitors in
schools, regardless of vaccination status and community transmission.
According to the CDC, a majority of the country, including CT, currently
falls into the high community transmission categories over a 7-day
average. All of Connecticut is showing high transmission.

Time Period: 12/30/2021 - 1/5/2022

Visit cdc.gov
for more details
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News & Updates
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated and
shortened the recommended isolation and quarantine period for those
who have contracted COVID-19 or have been exposed to the virus.
Someone may need to quarantine when they might have been exposed to
the virus and may or may not have been infected. Someone must isolate
when they are sick or when they have been infected with the virus, even if
they don’t have symptoms.
According to the CDC, people with COVID-19 should stay home and
isolate for 5 days and if they are asymptomatic or their symptoms are
resolving (without fever for 24 hours), followed by 5 days of wearing a
mask when around others to minimize the risk of infecting people they
encounter.

Visit cdc.gov
for more details
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News & Updates
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) added information
that fully vaccinated people might choose to wear a mask regardless
of the level of community transmission, particularly if they're
immunocompromised, at increased risk for severe disease from
COVID-19, or if they have someone in their household who is
immunocompromised or at increased risk of severe disease.
Residents are reminded that not all masks are created equal. Masks
should have at least two or more layers of washable fabric, and should not
have valve or vents. Masks also should not be worn by children younger
than 2 years old. The chart below shows the latest guidance from the CDC
regarding masks.

Visit cdc.gov
for more details
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News & Updates
The CDC recommends delaying travel until someone is fully
vaccinated, because travel increases the chance of getting and spreading
COVID-19. Do NOT travel if you were exposed to COVID-19, you are sick,
you test positive for COVID-19, or you are waiting for results of a COVID19 test. The charts below show the latest CDC domestic travel guidance.

International travel requirements have changed. Starting December 6, all
air passengers, regardless of vaccination status, must show a negative
COVID-19 test taken no more than 1 day before travel to the United
States.

Visit cdc.gov
for complete details
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COVID-19 Update

This report and all previous reports can be
found at norwalkct.org/citynews

