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WHAT’S UP
A Look At The Week Ahead

By MICHAEL REGAN

Simsbury residents can tell
the town’s planning commission what
they think about a proposed change to
zoning regulations that would allow a
special zone needed for mixed use
projects such as Simsbury River Oaks.
The hearing starts at 7 p.m. at town hall.
River Oaks developer, Konover
Development Corp., has drafted the
regulation, known as a planned
development district or PDD, as a
preliminary step to submitting an
application for its controversial project, a
60-acre mix of residential, office and
retail space that includes a Target
store.

The Glastonbury Board of Education
will meet in town council chambers at
town hall to discuss the Connecticut
Mastery Test scores and introduce
several new administrators, including the
new athletic director. The meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Windsor Locks Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold a public
hearing regarding a proposed indoor
miniature golf course in Dexter Park. If
approved, it would be the first mini-golf
course to be built in town. The meeting
will begin at 7 p.m. at town hall.

COURANT STAFF WRITER

SOUTH GLASTONBURY — It’s the midst of the
fruit-picking season at Belltown Hill Orchards, but instead of farm trucks, scores of cars and SUVs climbed
the gravel road snaking through the trees to a cloud of
white tents on a hilltop Sunday.
There were farmers displaying their products and
chefs showing what they could do with them. But
mostly, there were the eager tasters who turned out
for the seventh annual Celebration of Connecticut’s
Farms, the Connecticut Farmland Trust’s major
fundraiser.
“It’s about connecting Connecticut-grown products
with 20 or so of the top chefs around the state,” trust

Celebrity Chefs Turn Out
To Support Local Products
Executive Director Henry Talmage said.
Or, as celebrity chef and honorary event coChairman Jacques Pepin put it, “Without the farmer,
the chefs are nothing.”
Among the tables and booths under the tents wandered about 800 people who had paid $150 each to sample the products of Connecticut farms and the food of
the chefs who use them. They seemed to combine passion for food with an interest in preserving Connecticut farms from encroaching development.
Sam Stuart of Vernon was raised on a farm in Ster-

1 CHECK IN
Show driver’s license or other proof of identity.

3 FILL OUT BALLOT
Fill in the ovals next to the names of the candidates
you wish to vote for using the pen provided, as you
would a lottery ticket or standardized test. A magnifying glass is attached to the booth if you have
trouble seeing the print. If you make a mistake and
fill in the wrong oval, exchange your ballot for a new
one. Ballots also provide space for filling in the
names of write-in candidates.
Vote
tabulator

The Enfield Board of Education is
expected to discuss the standard
operating procedures agreement for the
newly created merged information
technology department for the town
and schools. The meeting is at 7:30 p.m.
at John F. Kennedy Middle School, 155
Raffia Road.
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The Family
Institute of
Connecticut will hold a
rally at 10 a.m. on the
east grounds of the state
Capitol in Hartford.
Bishop Christie
MACALUSO
Macaluso of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of
Hartford, the Rev. Eric Thompson of
Wayfaring Ministries and other clergy and
legislators will join the institute’s
executive director, Peter Wolfgang, in
speaking out against same-sex
marriage.
Bristol students earlier this year
outperformed the statewide average
results in the math and reading sections
of the Connecticut Academic
Performance Test, but trailed behind on
the science and writing sections.
Superintendent Philip A. Streifer will
discuss the reasons when the school
board meets at 7 p.m. at 129 Church St.
Suffield will solicit comments from
residents on projects in need of funding
before submitting its application for the
state’s 2007 Small Cities grant
program. Town officials plan to apply for
grants to buy and turn a vacant church
into a permanent home for the senior
center. The public hearing will be held at 7
p.m. at town hall.

Correct Way

Wrong Way

Ballot
box

2 TA K E B A L L O T
You will receive a placemat-size paper
ballot with the candidates listed in
rows by party. Take the ballot to one
of the “privacy booths” to fill out.

4 SUBMIT BALLOT
Place your finished ballot in
a privacy folder that is provided. Walk your ballot over
to a vote-tallying machine
and feed it into the slot. The
machine will accept the ballot like a vending machine
taking a dollar bill.

Privacy booth
Once the polls close,
the results are spit
out on a cashregister-like receipt
for poll workers.

Replanting elm trees in West
Hartford’s Elmwood section is one item
the town council will discuss when it
meets 7:30 p.m. in the legislative
chambers at town hall.

The Tolland Town Council will
officially close out the high school
building project with the board of
education. The council meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. at town hall.

PLEASE SEE FOOD, PAGE B5

This year, all Connecticut voters will use the new electronic voting system in both the general election Nov. 6 and, in some towns, the Sept.
11 primary. The new technology replaces the mechanical lever-style machines that had been in use for decades. Vision- and mobility-impaired
voters also will have access to a vote-by-phone system that will enable them to cast their votes privately, as required by federal law. This
guide will help familiarize you with both systems
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The Cromwell Fire District meets to
decide whether to appropriate $1.3 million
to upgrade the fire station at 82 Court St.
The meeting, open to all of Cromwell’s
registered voters and qualified taxpayers,
is at 6:45 p.m. at 105 Coles Road.

ling, Mass., a small town north of Worcester.
“Apples and cows — that’s all they had” in the Sterling where he grew up, he said. “Now they have people
from Boston.
“That’s what this is all about.”
And, of course, the food. “It’s a great way to try restaurants,” said his wife, Marie.
“It’s the best of food and wine in Connecticut,” said
Connie Manos of Simsbury. “We’re foodies, can’t you
tell?”
“But it’s also the preservation,” she added.
“It makes so much sense to support farming in Connecticut,” said her husband, Scott. “The whole issue
is buying locally.”

Connecticut’s New Voting System

Primary elections are
scheduled in 24 Connecticut cities and
towns.
Wethersfield will hold a 9/11
memorial ceremony at 5 p.m. on the
site where the town’s 9/11 Memorial
Sports Center will be built. Three
Wethersfield men were killed in the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks on the World Trade
Center, and their memories will be
honored during the ceremony at the Pitkin
Community Center, 30 Greenfield St. A
public-private partnership of the town and
the Keane Foundation will build a sports
center there honoring the dead. It will
offer athletic, academic and enrichment
programs.

SECTION B

Foodies, Down On The Farm

SEPT. 10 -12

10

THE HARTFORD COURANT

The ballots fall into two
stacks inside the machine.
Poll workers count the
write-in votes by hand.

Storage for unreadable ballots for cases
in which voters decline to fill out a substitute ballot.

Privacy
folder

Write-in
votes

Ballot

THE PRIMARIES
Regular
ballots

Magnifying
glass

MACHINES FOR THE HANDICAPPED
After you sign in, a poll worker
will set up the phone for your vote.
For the visually impaired:
Use the handset to listen to the
voice prompts.
For the hearing-impaired: A set
of headphones is available with
adjustable volume.

WHERE TO VOTE
If you aren’t sure where to vote,
go to the website vote411.org
and enter your ZIP code.

Preprogrammed
telephone

Fax
machine

Vote by touching the telephone keypad.
Hit ## to cast your ballot. A nearby fax
machine will print your ballot with a blank
cover page on top to protect your privacy.
Election workers will tally the results by
hand later.
The process should take about 10 to 15 minutes, depending on the length of the ballot.

On Sept. 11, 23
towns are scheduled
to hold primaries:
Bridgeport
Bristol
Colchester
Cornwall
Cromwell
Derby
East Hartford
Griswold
Hamden
Hampton
Hartford
Lebanon

Lisbon
Middlebury
New Britain
New Haven
Oxford
Plainville
Preston
Stratford
West Haven
Woodbury
Woodstock

SAMPLE BALLOT
The optical-scan ballots are different for each town, but all will follow the same format as this ballot for Hartford's
Sept. 11 primary.

WHEN TO VOTE
Poll hours are from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

NOT REGISTERED?
You have until Sept. 6 to
register by mail for the Sept.
11 primary, or by noon Sept. 10
in person, if a primary is taking
place in your town. You have
until Oct. 23 to register by mail
for the Nov. 6 general election,
or in person by Oct. 30.

POCKET GUIDE
The Secretary of the State is
offering a pocket guide with
instructions in english and in
spanish. Call 1-800-540-3764
or go to www.sots.ct.gov

SOURCES: Vernon Elections Department; City of Hartford; Connecticut Secretary of the State
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