MERRITTSOUTH
SEVENNORWALK
& WINNIPAUK

MERRITT
SEVEN
& WINNIPAUK
SOUTH
NORWALK

MERRITT
SEVEN
& WINNIPAUK
SOUTH
NORWALK

Become a NorWALKer!
EXPLORE HISTORIC SOUTH NORWALK
This neighborhood has it all: waterfront views,
shopping, dining, transit, and more!
Loop 1
Turn left out of the SoNo Square parking lot onto Water St.
At the stop sign, turn right onto Burritt Ave. Right onto
Woodward Ave. Follow Woodward to the stop light. Turn
right on South Main St. and head past the Norwalk Police
Department. Turn right onto Washington St. Right onto
Water St. and return to the parking lot.

Loop 2
Turn left out of the SoNo Square parking lot onto Water St.
Right on Hanford Pl. Hanford Pl. becomes Monroe St. Follow
to the end, and turn right onto Doctor Martin Luther King Jr
Dr. Turn right on Washington St. Walk under the railroad
overpass and continue on Washington St. Right on Water St.
and return to the parking lot.

Loop 3
Turn left out of the SoNo Square parking lot onto Water St.
Right on Hanford Pl. Hanford Pl. becomes Monroe St. Follow
to the end, and turn right onto Doctor Martin Luther King Jr
Dr. Continue walking past the Webster parking lot and
movie theater. Turn right on North Main St. Left on Ann St.
and follow the sidewalk to the stop sign by the Maritime
Aquarium’s parking garage. Turn right on North Water St.
and pass by the Aquarium and IMAX theater. Continue
straight to Water St. and return to the parking lot.

Loop 4
Turn left out of the SoNo Square parking lot onto Water St.
At the stop sign, turn right onto Burritt Ave. Right onto
Woodward Ave. Follow Woodward to the stop light. Turn
right on South Main St. Left on Monroe St. Right on Doctor
Martin Luther King Jr Dr. Right on North Main St. Left on
Washington St. Right on Water St. and return to the parking
lot.

PROCEED WITH CAUTION WHEN FOLLOWING NORWALKER ROUTES!
The Healthy for Life Project is not responsible for any injuries or accidents that may occur while following NorWALKer routes.
Consult your doctor before beginning an exercise program. Use pedestrian crosswalks when available, obey all traffic laws, and if no
sidewalks exist, walk against traffic. Wear proper footwear and reflective gear, and bring water with you while walking. Have fun!
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South Norwalk has been an important coastal
location for many centuries. The land in which
South Norwalk is located was once owned and
occupied by Native Americans. The purchaser was
Captain Daniel Partrick, an immigrant from
Scotland. A certified copy of the original
agreement is in the records of Norwalk City Hall.
Sailing ships in the olden days pulled up to docks
along the inner harbor and waited their turn to fill
up their water casks from the “Old Well”. In a
1738 deed, Washington Street is referred to as
“the highway that leads to ye landing place called
Ye Old Well.” The actual well is shown on the
Beers Atlas map of 1867 to be east of Water
Street, about 75 feet south of Washington Street.
The exact location has been lost but is believed to
have been very near to Donovan’s tavern (on the
corner of Washington Street and Water Street),
which seems likely since sailors are said to have
enjoyed the spirits. Old Well was involved in
coastal trade, manufacturing, and shipbuilding, as
well as having many farms with diversified crops.
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South Norwalk. Their trips originated from a
Trolley Barn (built in 1866) in uptown Norwalk,
home of the Norwalk Horse Railway Company. The
red trolley cars with crimson, upholstered seats
ran from uptown Norwalk to the South Norwalk
train station. The line was later electrified in 1894
and then the trolleys were displaced by the bus
system in 1935. The New Haven Railroad switch
tower on the corner of Washington Street and
South Main was built in 1896 and was operational
until 1984. After many years of being closed, it is
once again in service, but now as the SONO Switch
Tower Museum. The Mahackemo, a major hotel
for its time, was also at the corner of Washington
Street and South Main Street. Washington Street
today is known for its restaurants and unique
stores with an international flavor.

In 1913, South Norwalk and Norwalk merged and
occupied their new City Hall (completed in 1912)
at 41 North Main and Marshall Streets. The
restored building is now the home of the Norwalk
Museum and Reference Center and is listed on the
Not too long ago, if you drove down Water Street National Register of Historic Places.
and looked out towards the harbor, you would Along this route on Marshall Street is the Lock
have seen piles of clamshells as high as a house Building, which dates from 1856 and was actually
right along the street. Now, these clamshells are a series of loft and mill structures. During
gone and were probably used for “reseeding” off restoration the oldest portions of the building
shore, or were used for pathways or other were preserved.
purposes. The harbor side of Water Street today is
The South Norwalk Branch Library building,
lined with boat yards. In the winter months, every
located at 10 Washington Street, was built in
make, size, and type of boat can be seen in winter
1913. It was one of the 2,000 libraries funded by
storage. In warmer months, many can be viewed
Pittsburgh steel magnate, Andrew Carnegie. The
at the adjoining docks or anchored along the
Library provides numerous activities, such as a
waterfront. Periodically, the “tall ships” visit and
chess club, guest speakers, story hours, drama
anchor in the Norwalk Harbor.
workshops, book discussions, reading programs,
Horse drawn trolleys used to run right through

musical

concerts,

art

workshops,

and

full

computer services.
The Police Headquarters Building, located at 1
Monroe Street, opened on May 1, 2005. The
officers patrolled the city on foot until 1920
when the first motorized apparatus was
purchased: a motorcycle. The first police cruiser
was a model T Ford, purchased in 1925. To learn
more about the Norwalk Police Department,
visit www.norwalkpd.com.
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Healthy4LifeCT
For more information about
NorWALKer Routes, call
(203) 854-7776 or visit
www.healthyforlifeproject.org

Thank you to our generous sponsors!

Special thanks to the American Heart Association for their
support. Visit www.heart.org/walking.

